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Birthdays

Annie H. - September 6
Katherine F. - September 12

Important dates
First Day of School

- September 4
Rockridge Canyon Camp

- September 5-8
Photo Day

- September 12
Terry Fox Run

- September 20
Play (The Curious Incident)

- September 26
Chemistry Demonstrations

- September 27

Clubs
By Emily Grabovac

Clubs. One of the things that makes 
Transition such an interesting and eventful 
place. This year, we have twenty-three clubs 
planned of varying levels of legitimacy, with a 
broad spectrum of subjects and focuses, ranging 
from public speaking to mathematics  to music. 
We have clubs that involve preparing for and 
attending outside events, such as Model UN, 
Reach for the Top, and Math, and others that 
entail nothing more than sitting in a chair and 
using your brain (logic, coding). New clubs this 
year include Art, Mentors, Logic, Coding, and 
Website, as well as a few others that have yet to 
be confirmed. The clubs this year involve 
differing levels of commitment, with meetings 
scheduled anywhere from one to four times a 
month. More information on clubs will become 
available shortly after camp.



Back To School
By Eddie Lee

Dear  Transition, 

Welcome to another year of school, whether you are returning as a Year 2 or 
existing faculty member, or joining our community as a Year 1 or a new faculty 
member. I am overwhelmed with excitement for the upcoming year, and I look 
forwards to all of the amazing experiences we will share together. Transition is a very 
special place in which I hope and believe you will learn to feel at home, and I am 
honored to have the privilege to greet you. 

For the 2018-2019 school year, we will be having Dr. Shepelev, our new 
program coordinator, teach Year 2 Mathematics, Physics, and Self and Society; Ms. 
Safarik teaching English, Civics, and Literature; Mr. Wilkie teaching Biology and 
Chemistry; Dr. Macdonald, a UBC professor, teaching Year 2 Calculus, and our 
newest faculty member, Mr. Dean Sheardown, teaching Year 1 Mathematics and 
History. Our faculty at Transition has always held a central role in our community. It 
is made up of incredible teachers whom the Year 1s will come to love, as we, the Year 
2s, most definitely have. We would like to welcome Mr. Sheardown especially;  we 
are very privileged to have him joining us on our educational journey. 

I write this just a few days before the first day of school. That day will be a 
singular one, marking the beginning of a voyage in which you will face great 
challenges, make extraordinary friends, fail, succeed, and grow. The path towards 
early entrance to university and all that comes after is phenomenal, and for our new 
Year 1s, this is the start of that journey. All of the Year 2s are fiercely happy to meet 
you. I wish good luck to all, and look forwards to an exceptional year together. 

On behalf of the Year 2s, 
Eddie Lee 



Current Events
B.C. Forest Fires

By Caitlin Han

Remember the smoke in Vancouver during the middle of August? The grey haze 
was caused by raging wildfires across British Columbia that began burning this year on 
April 1. Vancouverites have not experienced the brunt of the damage as the nearest current 
fire to Metro Vancouver is beside Harrison Hot Springs. However, for a few days in 
August, even Vancouver received an official advisory when the air quality became worse 
than that of Beijing’s. Other places in the province, notably the southeastern and central 
areas, have been greatly affected as a total of 3,200 people have been evacuated from their 
homes and 21,800 have been placed on alert as the fires continue to burn. This year’s fires 
have proved to be even greater than those in 2017, with the amount of land burned by fires 
recently surpassing that of last year at 1.318 million hectares (13,180 square kilometres). 
518 wildfires are currently burning across BC and 18 have been deemed threats to public 
safety (many of which are in the Okanagan). These are part of the 2,023 fires so far this 
year since April. However, in comparison to previous years, less fires have been caused as 
a result of humans and are instead mostly the result of lightning, and only 165 buildings 
have been lost, which is half of last year’s amount.

Scientists have proposed several possible factors that caused the wildfires, such as 
changes in weather patterns due to climate change. Environmental shifts accelerated by 
humans could have significantly contributed to more intense wildfires, as experts have 
hypothesized that warmer weather leads to more lightning and subsequently longer wildfire 
seasons. Other factors could also include a recent decrease in traditional kindling burning 
by the First Nations, leaving potential wildfire fuels prevalent in the province. Occurring 
simultaneously this year is a devastating drought, as a quarter of British Columbia’s 
regions have been labelled with the highest drought rating, signaling another roadblock for 
firefighting efforts as less water is available.

As fires are projected to burn for weeks, the provincial state of emergency has been 
extended to September 12. 2018’s fires have cost the provincial government around 379.2 
million dollars so far and although sweeping fall rains have yet to arrive, efforts to fight the 
flames will valiantly continue.



       Water: Another Puzzle Piece in the Martian 
Mystery

By Elwin Zhu

Mars, the fourth planet away from the sun, is a barren and cold desert. Its lifeless nature 
comes from its thin atmosphere, which lacks greenhouse gases that would function in keeping the 
planet’s temperatures stable. Scientists, however, have long suspected that this lifeless desert 
sustained life long ago, as they amused themselves with Mars’s fascinating canals, canyons, and 
other strangely similar geological properties. Researchers have been gathering more and more 
pieces of an incomplete puzzle with every mission they send to Mars. The Mars Express satellite 
has just found another clue for them.

Mars is one of the four rocky planets, which means that it has a visible crust. It’s an example 
of a planet with too little greenhouse gases, in contrast with Earth’s sister planet Venus, which has 
too many greenhouse gases. An extreme scarcity of greenhouse gases means that there is no 
shielding against the heat of the sun and solar winds, which cause auroras on planets with thicker 
atmospheres, like ours. It also means that heat entering Mars leaves as easily as it enters. This means 
that temperatures on Mars will solely depend on whether or not that particular location is facing the 
sun or not. Regardless, it will be very cold.

What does that have to do with liquid water? A lot actually. If there are not enough 
greenhouse gases to trap incoming heat, then the planet cannot remain at a temperature warm 
enough for water to exist in its liquid phase, causing all water on the planet to be frozen as ice. 
Without liquid water, there can be no life, at least to our present knowledge. However, The Mars 
Express satellite found something extraordinary. It detected a large salt water reservoir, spanning 
about 12 miles across, buried underground. This is evidence that liquid water is and most likely was 
sustainable on Mars. Where liquid water is possible, anything else can be. Yes ladies and gentlemen, 
that could potentially mean Martians.

For the past few centuries of astronomical history, Mars has been considered a long dead 
planet, killed by a mysterious loss of atmosphere, but its fascinating geological features have raised 
many questions about the red planet. Such curiosity led to today’s biggest astronomical 
breakthrough: a possibility that life is viable on Mars. This discovery does not confirm all our 
hypotheses or suspicions, but it is certainly a giant leap towards solving the mystery of life on Mars.



New Alzheimer's Drug Shows Promise
By Noreen Chan

The search for a treatment to an age-old disease has finally reached a 
breakthrough. Alzheimer’s, which develops among seniors and is most known for causing 
memory and other cognitive abilities to deteriorate due to brain cell death, has no known 
cure for the 50 million patients it currently affects worldwide. Therefore, many research 
groups have attempted to find a long-term treatment for this disease, yet have been 
unsuccessful — until recently. After more than a year of testing, Eisai and Biogen, Japan 
and Massachusetts based companies respectively, shared laudable test results regarding 
the success of two drugs they had been developing at the annual Alzheimer’s Association 
meeting. 

Instead of just alleviating Alzheimer’s symptoms like current therapies, both drugs 
— BAN2401 and aducanumab — target the protein amyloid, which forms clots in the 
brain that compromise nerve cells. BAN2401’s results, released in July 2018, sparked a 
recent Alzheimer’s hubbub: of the 900 patients who took part in the experiment, the half 
that received the drug showed a slower cognitive decline of around 40% in tests than the 
other half, who took a placebo treatment. In addition, 81% of the group that received the 
drug switched from yielding positive amyloid results to negative amyloid ones in brain 
scans. Aducanumab’s final results are expected to be released in 2020, but it has shown 
similar promise so far. 

Although the overall effectiveness of these drugs is yet to be confirmed, one thing 
is clear: this strong step in the direction of finding a cure for Alzheimer’s is something 
worth remembering.



A prelude to Nightfall
By Caitlin Han

pink clouds form a trail along the sky

like lace trim on the hem of a skirt

pepto-bismol trails, mountains of cotton candy,

piles woven into the air- accentuated 

with bright dashes highlighted by streaks of light

chugging across the landscape of a pastel purplish blue sky

resting atop the Vancouver cityscape, of muted buildings

that take on softer hues at sunset,

trading their rigidity for a relaxed demeanour

turning around, i see

more pastels, but of a different shade and tone-

soft oranges and streaks of yellow edge

the sky, with wispy zigzag ruffles arching up and

horizontal, muted smears snuggling the blue

mountains that lie in layers- dark blue in front,

then progressing towards a lighter, somber blue that whispers nostalgia.

above the smear of playful orange light is a different blue,

endless blue that borders towards white, reaching up towards the galaxies



The Hike

By Shawn Yee

The jagged rocks beneath my feet extend

Towards horizon split by sky and land.

The trees around that lightly sway and bend,

That lead towards the quiet beach and sand.

 

The gentle waves that lap against the shore,

With land ahead enclosed by turquoise lake.

The birds above that squawk and dive and soar,

And speeding boats that only leave a wake.

 

The luscious grass waves gently in the breeze,

While joyful children run along with kites.

They jump and play, as well as laugh and tease,

Dispensing joy and fun into the night.

 

These happy realms exist upon our Earth,

To function as the place of glee and mirth.
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The Newsletter Team

“This concludes the first of this year’s monthly Transition 

Luminary Newsletters. We wish the Transition students, 

teachers, parents, and community another amazing school 

year. ”

Sincerely,


