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Recently, the students of the 
Transition Program had the 
opportunity to participate in 
an all-day event at Playland 
Amusement Park, where 
students were able to ride all 
of the attractions whilst 
keeping physics concepts in 
mind. All of the students 
certainly had fun being 
together as a community 
while at the PNE, and great 
times were had by all. Thank 
you to Dr. Shepelev, Mr. 
Wilkie and Ms. Safarik for 
making this day possible.

PNE Day
James Yu

Birthdays
● Caitlin H. - May 1st
● Mr. Wilkie - May 12th
● Joey L. - May 25th

University Transition Program

THE

Hospitals are arguably the scariest 
places on Earth. However, the BC 
Children’s Hospital’s open house event on 
April 17, 2018 said otherwise. The 
research open house was a half-day event 
for both year ones and year twos alike that 
began at 9:15 and ended roughly at noon. 
The open house commenced by 
introducing passionate scientists who 
presented their fields of interest, 
introducing the world of medical science 
as well as educating the many schools 
they were presenting to (including 
Transition). This soon transitioned into 
smaller tour groups that each visited 
different labs on the hospital campus, and 
ended with a nutritious lunch at the end. 
This was an exhilarating event that we 
hope to attend again next year.

BC Children’s Hospital 
Research Open House Visit

Elwin Zhu



Club Updates
The Student Maker Expo is a 
multi-organization event being planned 
with the guidance of the Richmond Public 
Library. This event will allow students from 
all backgrounds to present projects and 
creations on topics in scientific and creative 
fields. These projects include robotics, 
amusement park physics, origami, 
photography, digital music and more. The 
Transition Program plans to have as many 
students as possible be a part of this event 
to promote collaboration and community 
among peers.

Student Maker Expo

This month, we have tried a new approach 
to the discussions. Through debate, we hope 
to achieve greater participation and 
enthusiasm. Even though fewer people 
came to this meeting, it was overall more 
successful as participants were more 
involved in the debate between We and 
Nineteen Eighty-Four. We are also aiming 
to evoke as much enthusiasm as we can in 
the following meetings.

Reading Club

At the beginning of April, a group of 
students from the Transition Program 
participated in the open division of the 
Pacific Northwest Regional Vex Robotics 
competition. This was the last competition 
of the season, and the Transition robotics 
team had improved drastically compared to 
previous events. The primary team seeded 
9th out of the total 39 teams there, a school 
record; a new secondary team with just a 
simple robot that could only drive and not 
do anything else ended up seeding 18th and 
overtaking half of all participating teams. 
This experience was educational for all, and 
we hope that the Year Ones will be able to 
continue this tradition for the years to come.

Robotics



Canadian International Model 
United Nations (CAIMUN)

Over the Friday and following 
weekend of April 27th, Year Ones and 
Twos alike were given the wonderful 
opportunity to participate in the 
Canadian International Model United 
Nations conferences held at the 
Pinnacle Harbourfront hotel in 
Downtown Vancouver. Delegates 
representing their countries in formal 
business attire spent their time in 
committees, getting lunch, going to 
the delegate social, and generally 
balancing socializing with heated 
debate. The memorable committee 
sessions included both controversial 
topics such as the fentanyl crisis, and 
also policies that could not logically 
be implemented in real life, such as 
the Wakandan invasion of Jordan, 
appropriating the fictional country of 
Wakanda from the Marvel Universe. 
Transition students utilized this event 
to improve their public speaking skills, 
gain political expertise, and generally 
have a good time. The program exited 
the final award ceremony with three 
Honourable Mentions (Louis, Wony, 
Johnny) and two Best Delegates (Ray, 
Katherine). Our gratitude goes to Dr. 
Shepelev, who graciously volunteered 
to chaperone the students, and a round 
of applause for all students who 
participated in this event.

Reach for the Top Senior 
Tournament

The Reach for the Top team 
recently competed in the senior 
tournament at Southpointe Academy. 
Following the success of winning second 
place at the junior tournament, our team 
members, William, Wilson, Kieran, and 
Ricky hoped to perform just as well. 
While we overtook the other teams in our 
round robin preliminaries, we were 
defeated by St. George’s and ultimately 
ended our run against Eric Hamber in the 
Round of 16. Though we did not achieve 
any rankings or awards, we all had fun 
facing the challenge of competing against 
people three years older than us. We hope 
the future Reach team will have just as 
much fun and success next year. 

Club Updates (cont’d)



On April 7th, the grade 8 and 9 teams from Transition participated in the Math Challengers 
Provincials at UBC. The two teams both went through a grueling day of math problems and rain. 
The grade 8 team consisted of Jerry Shao, Noreen Chan, Floria Gu, Eddie Lee, and Peiyan Yang 
while the grade 9 team consisted of Donson Dong, William Zhang, Edward Zeng, Daniel Kong, 
and Min Song. After competing in the Blitz round, Bulls-eye round, and Co-op round, the top 10 
winners for each grade was decided and qualified for the face-off round. The top 10’s in the 
grade 8’s included only Floria Gu in second place before face-off and first place after face-off. 
The top 10’s in the grade 9’s included Donson Dong in second place before face-off and third 
place after face-off, Edward Zeng in eighth place, and William Zhang in tenth place. Although 
neither of the two teams won in their grades, every individual was able to work together to 
create the best team score possible, and everyone put in all of their effort. Through interacting 
with people that were also very interested in mathematics, the intense competition, and 
discovering answers to questions after the test was taken, everyone had a great learning 
experience and improved their math skills significantly.

Math Challengers Provincials
Edward Zeng

Among all the mathematical competitions the Transition students partook this year, the Euclid 
contest can easily be said as the competition which required the most skill. The contest was two 
and half hours long and consisted of only 10 problems; however, unlike the Pascal or the AMC, 
Euclid encompassed written problems with sub/follow up questions to make it more challenging. 
The problems, as always, started easy with some basic arithmetic and geometry questions. 
However, as the problem numbers got higher, so did the difficulty. The last two problem 
required the students to compose a full written proof to some intriguing concepts such as an 
infinite array or tiling of L-shaped triominos. The contest required beyond the basic knowledge 
that is taught in school: it required problem solving, critical thinking, looking at something from 
a different angle, simplifying complex tasks, etc. At the end of the day, although no one 
performed well enough to be on the leaderboard or to win an award, the experience every 
student took home is far better and any materialistic items, and the skills the students practiced 
by doing this contest can come in handy in the near future.

Euclid Math Contest
Shawn Lu



Due to Dr. Shepelev’s incredible influence, 
both Year Ones and Year Twos were able to 
visit the Department of Chemistry and go on 
tours through their labs. Through the mass 
spectrometry lab, past inorganic molecule 
labs, and even to a cancer research lab, we 
were exposed further to the field of chemistry 
and possible research opportunities that come 
with it. We were able to broaden our 
perspectives, and this visit also gave us an 
opportunity to gauge our interest in chemistry 
as a future area of study as well as a future 
career, especially for the Year Twos. An 
incredible, eye-opening experience, we would 
all like to express our deepest gratitude 
towards Dr. Shepelev for providing this great 
opportunity.

Chemistry Lab Tours
Jean Zheng

This year, due to tremendous support from 
teachers and family, we were able to 
participate in the Vancouver Sun Run as a 
school. Supported by Ms. Safarik and Mr. 
Wilkie. both Year Ones and Year Twos, 
including their families, were able to 
attend this incredible event. No one can 
deny that the 10 kilometres were 
torturous, but the sense of 
accomplishment and pride we found upon 
completion made the pain more worth it. 
Many of us exceeded our own 
expectations and, personally, I am eager to 
do it again next year. We hope that 
activities like these can continue to 
encourage Transition students to pursue 
activities beyond academics — in this 
case, athletics.

Sun Run
Jean Zheng



Science Fair
Nicole Kwiring

The Greater Vancouver Science Fair is an annual event where students present the results of 
their scientific investigations. They are often competitions but also informational presentations at the 
same time. The results of each student's research are presented in a school-wide fair where the 
student's efforts are displayed and where they are interviewed to determine scientific merit. Students 
are judged whether they use the Scientific Method properly and whether they demonstrate 
thoroughness in their studies and effort in their research. The outstanding students are awarded 
prizes and advance to compete in local, regional, provincial/state, national and international science 
fairs. This year, the Year One class participated in the Vancouver District Science Fair. The project, 
which had started as a class assignment, later turned into a memorable event when six science fair 
projects moved onto the next stage, the Greater Vancouver Regional Science Fair.  We were all in it 
together and we shared a phenomenal adventure over the course of three days,. This incredible 
occurrence provided us with a chance a new perspective in which we had time to look at other 
projects, which that taught us something new. We got to explore tour the UBC campus in the subject 
of areas that we chose, participated in exciting activities, and most importantly meet new people. 
There were stressful times and there were amusing times, all of which are now a part of us, and in 
this new experience some of us were recognized for the effort and dedication that we put into our 
work. In the junior category, Noreen Chan won a bronze medal for her project while Aiza Bragg got 
an Honorable Mention in the intermediate category. Emily Grabova, Aiza Bragg, Nicole Kwiring 
and two other students also won a fifty-dollar gift card for pitching an innovative idea in just one 
minute, which may sound simple, but is actually very difficult. It was an activity that we participated 
in on our second day and we had to choose 3-4 objects
from the random items 
they gave us and come 
up with ideas on how to
use them to solve a 
world problem. Then we
had to present it in one 
minute and say enough 
to impress the audience 
and also prove how 
useful it is to society. 
However, all of this 
would not have been 
possible if Mr. Wilkie 
had not pushed us to 
our limits and supported 
us during all of the 3 days
 of GVRSF. Thanks to the teachers who helped us every step of the way, it was possible for us to 
experience and learn from this.



Current Events
James Yu

Humboldt Broncos Bus Crash

On April 6th, 2018, a coach bus carrying the Humboldt Broncos ice hockey team collided with 
a transport truck whilst en route to a game in Nipawin, Saskatchewan. The team suffered many losses, 
including hockey players, the head coach, the team captain, the statistician and the bus driver. A 
successful GoFundMe campaign was set up to support the families of those lost, becoming the largest 
in Canada’s history. Out of respect for all those who have died, people across the country, including the 
Transition Program, have set out hockey sticks by their doorsteps, showing a message to the 
now-passed hockey players and team members that they are welcome everywhere. We give our 
condolences and deepest respects to all those affected, and wish them the best in these difficult times.

Kinder Morgan Pipeline Expansion

One of the biggest ongoing disputes in British Columbia right now is the Kinder Morgan 
Trans-Mountain Pipeline Expansion. This pipeline is designed to bring bitumen from Alberta to BC, a 
controversial project due to the environmental concerns. Over the past few months, BC, Alberta and the 
federal government have been in dispute over the continuation of the project, resulting in numerous 
actions being taken on both sides of the Rockies, including numerous back-and-forth sanctions. The 
project is currently in a state of uncertainty, as Kinder Morgan has ceased all work on it out of fear of 
monetary risk. This has prompted further actions on Alberta’s side, with the province imposing 
regulations that could result in BC facing more economic issues. With Kinder Morgan hoping to reach 
an agreement by May 31st, only time will tell how these problems will resolve.

Facebook-Cambridge Analytica Scandal Continuation

The controversy involving Facebook and Cambridge Analytica continues to be a significant 
headline in newspapers everywhere. In addition to news that a large number of Canadian Facebook 
users have also been affected by the data releases, Mark Zuckerberg, CEO of Facebook, has testified to 
the US Congress about the ongoing issue. More recently, the Cambridge Analytica firm has declared 
bankruptcy, a result of the many political uprisings that the public has waged against them. This case is 
an ongoing issue and it remains to be seen how Zuckerberg will be able to fully regain the trust of 
society in the coming months.



480i
Kieran Weaver

Everything was so sudden.

I hate April Fools.

I hope it’s just a prank.

Father never came home from the new supermarket.

He couldn’t have left me alone.

He’s probably gotten himself lost.

I thought our relationship was special,

Though looking back, I know

That he would never make that mistake.

He’s brilliant. A future president, maybe.

Now, I’ll never see him again.

That’s the fear talking.

Fear and desire, excitement and despair,

Taking over everything I do.

I’m watching the sun set over the horizon.

We used to watch the sunset together and look at the stars.

It reminds me of him.

Every night, just the two of us.

Nobody else could make me feel the same.

Ships sail across open water,

Cars rush by through the quickly advancing darkness.

The lights dim, and I feel the cold touch of night.

I lie down, letting sleep grab my attention.

Everything fades to black.



Irritation
Natalie Tsvetkov

Irritation, you are an unwanted and unexpected guest. You follow me around and nip at my heels, 
pulling at my pant legs. I try to swat you away, but you always come back: buzzing in my ear and pinching at 
my last nerves seem like passions of yours. Irritation, you turn all the sunny days into clouds, buoyant hues 
into shades, and brightness into dark. There is a light switch in my mind, and your character antagonizes me 
for eternal nights.

If I am enjoying myself at the park, you are the ruddy-faced child rubbing his yellow balloon until my 
ears bleed. You are like nails against a chalkboard, an itchy sweater, sandpaper to my skin. You are an 
untuned guitar, an out-of-key piano, a shrieking voice singing out of tune. I know you are there, shoving the 
most unwanted noises into my life.

Once you take hold of me, in the morning, you keep growing, like an infection without a remedy. I 
can feel you smiling when I burn my fingers and scald my tongue on a cup of hot tea. I know you are 
laughing at me when I wear new shoes that blister my feet and when I cannot get comfortable on the school 
bus. Do you think it is hysterical when I run out of ink in my pen or misplace my homework, and stub my toe 
in the dark? Irritation, why are you always there? You are my daily downward spiral!

Sometimes, it even feels like you have recruited my golden retriever into your childish party. In one 
moment, my adorable, well-behaved dog becomes an acrobat, ricocheting off the furniture and tearing up the 
carpets. I bet you whispered into his floppy ear, “Hey, she’s almost asleep — why don’t you start barking 
like mad, and wake her right up?”

When you take me into a choke hold, nothing can fix my mood. When I get to bed, at the end of the 
day, I know that a night of rest follows, and I start to feel hopeful. After all the difficulties you have caused, I 
am finally mollified. I am almost asleep, and then I feel an itch on the tip of my nose I cannot ignore. 
Oh…irritation!



Donson Dong
10 years. 19 films. 9 TV series. One studio. 
The Marvel Cinematic Universe, a thrilling live action 
cinematographic universe, is one of the largest 
dominating forces in the box office. As the 
highest-grossing film series of all time, the MCU has 
truly had its moments ever since Iron Man debuted in 
2008. Over the past ten years, Marvel Studios, along 
with Stan Lee, has built up everything they have ever 
done into one movie: Avengers: Infinity War, directed 
by the Russo brothers. Commonly called “The most 
ambitious film crossover event in history”, this film 
truly deserves this title, starring over 20 characters 
and featuring over 70. This over-hyped film also 
features one of the most powerful and prominent 
villains from Marvel, the Titan Thanos, who tries to 
collect all the powerful Infinity Stones to destroy half 
the universe. The Avengers, to which the public has 
been introduced for 10 years, have to come together to 
stop him once and for all. 
This film was a critical success, dominating box 
offices. It has grossed $858 million worldwide within 
one week of its release, breaking records such as the 
biggest domestic opening of all time, the biggest 
worldwide opening of all time, and the biggest 
Saturday, Sunday, and second biggest Friday of all 
time. Similar feats were done only recently by Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens. The film was also 
acclaimed by critics. Despite all the hype built up to 
this film, people realized how difficult it was to pull it 
off; the film had “too many” characters, and Marvel 
Studios also had a reputation of generic villains with 
no purpose. The Russo brothers did a fantastic job of 
delivering what audiences wanted, and the hype was 
worth it in the end. The whole world is still holding its 
breath for the still untitled Avengers 4 debuting May 
3rd, 2019. The end is near.

Ray Hua
There once was a large titan named 
Thanos
He wanted to kill half the universe
This was a really really awful thing
But still he thought it was the thing to 
do
Earth’s mightiest heroes told him to 
stop
He didn’t listen and sent four minions
They went to fetch some magic shiny 
stones
However were thwarted by our heros
Squidward went out an alien 
spaceship
Mr. Glave got backstabbed by a robot
The hulking figure lost his life and 
limb
And femme fatale’s fate was a fatal 
one
Thanos wanted to do things on his 
own
Cool fight scenes followed epic 
entrances
And in the end we see a tragic fate
From dust they came and dust they 
soon became
But all is not lost for there is some 
hope
Thor is a super badass monarch now
And while there may be tears to 
shortly come
Avengers will assemble soon once 
more.

WARNING: POTENTIAL 
SPOILERS AHEAD



Upcoming Events
● RSME Meeting: May 

10
● Bamfield: May 11-16
● Mother’s Day: May 13
● RSME Presentation 

Dry Run: Week of 
May 17

● School Closure 
Weekend: May 18-21
○ Victoria Day: 

May 21
● RPLBC Student 

Maker Expo: May 
26-27
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Transition Cookbook
Jonathan Nah

The Transition Program has started to 
make a school cookbook called Upon The 
Plate. A few months ago, the students 
were required to write a recipe for a 
family recipe to include in the cookbook. 
After that, the students brainstormed ideas 
for possible names for the cookbook, and 
then the name was decided out of those 
possible names through voting, and the 
name Upon The Plate was chosen, since 
the initials letters match up with “UTP”. 
Currently, the cookbook is in the 
designing stage, where the positions of all 
the recipes are chosen as well as the 
design for the cover and backpage. This 
cookbook is taking a lot of effort from 
both years and from the teachers, and the 
cookbook will definitely turn out to be 
something well-written.

UBC Library Special 
Collections Visit

Donson Dong
The students of transition had 
a chance to visit the rare books 
collections at the UBC library. 
The first collection we saw 
was an Asian immigrant’s 
lifetime collection of his 
culture, and the second was a 
pop-up book collection with 
an art activity where we were 
able to make our own books. 
This was a special opportunity 
that the students had and 
would like to thank Ms. 
Safarik for organizing this 
unique event.


