
Current Events Headlines
● Elon Musk has sent a Tesla Roadster into 

space. Located on the new Falcon Heavy 
rocket, it will be orbiting slightly past the orbit 
of Mars before making its next flyby of Earth 
around 2091.

● The 2018 Winter Olympic Games have 
concluded. Congratulations to Team Canada on 
their excellent performance this year.

Important Dates
Reach Junior Tournament AND VSB Science Fair: March 
2nd
Term 2 Ends: March 8th
Pi-day: March 14th
Spring Break: March 19th to April 1st
Good Friday: March 30th
Easter AND April Fools Day: April 1st
Easter Monday Holiday: April 2nd

Birthdays
Nicole: March 3
Edward: March 6
William: March 6
Alex: March 14
Amy: March 15

Peiyan: March 28



Reading Club
In the past month, we have continued 

to explore various genres of literature, 
including historical fiction and non-fiction. We 
hope to continue to encourage Transitions 
students to read more often, beginning now 
with bi-weekly meetings. We continue to 
encourage all students, both Year One and 
Year Two, to participate.

SUN RUN
Initiated in February, we have created a 

Transitions Sun Run team to run in April, 
currently with 21 members. Although the 
weather is not very agreeable, we hope that by 
initiating this team, we can encourage 
Transitions students to exercise more 
frequently. If you were unable to make the 
February 16 Early Bird deadline, don’t worry! 
The final deadline for youth teams is March 
16, so anyone who is still interested is 
encouraged to sign up!

Programming-Robotics
In the past few weeks, a new initiative 

has been started at the Transition Program. To 
allow for the continuation of the 
Robotics-Tech club next year, we have begun 
to teach the Year One students about the basics 
of coding. These coding lessons, in addition to 
providing valuable life skills needed for 
success in the modern age, will lead up to the 
completion of a second Vex robot for the 
Transition Program. This robot will be 
competing alongside the existing one in an 
open competition at the beginning of April.

This is a PSA that the Mindstorms 
Tournament will be pushed back to mid-April 
due to a restructuring of priorities for the 
Robotics-Tech Club.

CLUB UPDATES

CEMC Math Contests
Donson Dong

This month, the Transition students had 
many chances to participate in math contests, 
specifically the CEMC’s contests and the 
AMC. Both these contests are similar in style 
and quite difficult, intended for grade levels 
higher than that of Transition students, but 
they were able to take this as another challenge 
and learning opportunity to develop math skills 
and have fun solving challenging problems. 
The students eagerly wait for the results of 
these contests to be released, especially since 
doing well in the AMC means qualification for 
the AIME.

Penelope, the new bearded dragon of Transition



Poetry Day
James Yu

Recently, the year two students had the 
chance to participate in a poetry recitation 
competition within the Transition Program. 
Each student selected a poem from the Poetry 
in Voice website and spent time practicing 
recitations with peers. Before the event, 
students were also able to recite their poems in 
front of the year two class and receive valuable 
feedback for the final event. The Poetry Day at 
Transition was very successful, with each 
student doing a great job on their recitations. 
Congratulations to everyone for participating 
in Poetry Day, and Fannia for coming first and 
advancing to the next round.

Meditation
James Yu

The students of the Transition Program 
were recently gifted with the opportunity to 
participate in a meditation session with Mr. 
Grabovac, Emily’s dad. For the duration of the 
session, students learned about the background 
behind meditation and its purposes, along with 
practicing some actual meditation methods as 
well. The first of three sessions total in the 
coming months, everyone enjoyed the 
experience of discovering meditation and are 
awaiting the next few sessions with great 
anticipation.

Sustainability Conference
Donson Dong

Each year, the VSB hosts a 
Sustainability Conference that teaches high 
school students about the importance of 
keeping the environment clean and healthy. 
This year, many Transition students attended 
the conference while some students 
volunteered. At the conference, speakers and 
presenters who worked in many fields but had 
a connection to the environment and 
sustainability were there. The students also 
participated in workshops throughout the day, 
learning about the different issues regarding 
attempting to sustain the environment and 
possible solutions, and having a waste-free 
lunch. Finally, we had the chance to think 
about our future and design our own 
eco-friendly school with the class. After this 
day, the students that participated were able to 
gain something about protecting our 
environment and the future of our world. 



Death to the Sleepers

Kieran Weaver

I woke up today with a mound on my chest,

It was small, wrinkled, and sickly 

yellow-green.

Small tinted eyes watched as I slept,

Limbs snaking like cancerous worms.

I watched her form and dissolve in this 

maze.

As she struggled, I reached out to grasp 

her,

Fleeting, she faded in showers of dust,

Feeding their many hungry maws.

They infested my room with sick flowering 

greens,

A feast for the depths of the mind.

Papers lay warped by blood-red ink,

From slaughters of rotten red spheres.

The door was blocked by little white teeth,

A minefield of overgrown fiends.

With sweet coloured flowers hiding a trap,

Of formidable, envious pain.

I planted a garden to block myself in

A growing defense that will never die.

Death to the sleepers, the dreamers, the 

lovers:

Those who dare to believe.
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Math Challengers
Donson Dong

Every year the students look forward to the Math Challengers math competition, a one day team 
competition composed of individual and team rounds. Nearly twenty students participated in three grades 
of this competition. After an entire day of working on tough written problems, the students received 
awards for their high placements and efforts. As this is only the regional competition, those who did well 
qualified for the provincials, which will be happening in April. 

Here is a list of all the 
awards:
Gr. 8: 

Team 2nd place
Individual:

Floria 2nd place
Noreen 9th place

Katherine 11th place
Jerry 12th place

Gr. 9: 
Team 1st place

Individual:
William 3rd place
Edward 7th place
Donson 8th place
Daniel 10th place

Gr. 10: 
Individual:

Peiyan 14th place


