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On June 27th, the Transition community, with its enthusiastic 
students and caring parents, gathered for a luncheon to 
celebrate and honour the work that our five wonderful teachers 
had done over the past year. After a morning of cleaning the 
building so that Trans would be ready for another year of 
rowdy students running in the halls (in spite of the math 
department below) and a short town hall to announce that our 
report cards would be given out on Friday, the ELI with all of 
the food that the parents had brought was opened up. This food 
was gulped down by the students with rapid zeal, and soon we 
were gathered with the teachers and parents all in one room to 
each deliver a short speech to express our gratitude. Transition 
students had many great words to share, from stories of how 
the teachers had helped us grow and overcome our challenges 
to recognition of all of the effort that the teachers had put in to 
make Transition what it was. Each one of us had our own 
narrative of what we appreciated and enjoyed from the 
exceptional teachers we had, and as we listened to others share 
their thoughts, our appreciation of the teachers became a 
shared and collective feeling that encompassed the room. 
When the day was over, all of us felt extremely fortunate that 
we were in the presence of such an amazing team of teachers. 
Daria, Dr. Shepelev, Ms. Safarik, Mr. Wilkie, and Dr. 
Macdonald  had each changed our lives in magnificent ways, 
and that Transition had held a day to celebrate their work was a 
gratifying event.



On June 28, 2018, the students of Transition participated in one final 
TCP event of the year. This was the Finale, which lasted the entire day 
instead of just the evening. Fortunately, we did not have school on this 
day and 14 students participated. Throughout the day, we worked in 
teams to efficiently solve challenging problems with different rules and 
twists. The event consisted of different sections with a different twist 
for each, including a scavenger hunt, and a speed mental math 
challenge. At the end of the day, everyone was tired from doing math 
and having fun for the last time before summer break. One team won 
first place, and everyone went home with smiles on their faces.

On June 20th, Transition students, grads, and teachers gathered at the Boathouse 
restaurant to celebrate the program coordinator, Dr. Daria Danylchuk. After working in 
the program for 25 years, Daria has mentored and prepared hundreds of students as they 
prepare for early entrance to university. We all appreciate the amount of care and 
dedication she has put into her work, supporting each and every student to a successful 
journey in university. Every week she teaches the students  self and society, teaching us 
about reflecting on our lives and on the world. This special event allowed us to show our 
gratitude to Daria and the wonderful teacher she is. Grads from many different years 
were present, expressing the long history Daria has had with the program and the impact 
she has made on lots of successful people. Lots of gifts were given, including a book 
with a message of appreciation from everyone. To Daria: Although you may be retiring 
from the program, the impact you have made on us will last forever, and no amount of 
words can describe the gratitude and appreciation we have for your work and support for 
the program. Thank you.



On June 6th and 7th, the Year One class and a handful of volunteering Year Twos 
welcomed the incoming Class of 2020 to Transition. Throughout the day, the Year One 
class introduced themselves to the new students and immediately created many 
connections amongst themselves. The Year Twos who were present were also able to give 
some valuable advice to the Year Zeroes about successful approaches to thriving in the 
program, as well as present the many fascinating clubs that we have. At the end of the 
day, the Year Zeroes, Year Ones and present Year Twos came together to play a group 
game of soccer for recreation, allowing everyone to get to know each other further as a 
community in a fun, interactive setting.

On June 8th, the Year Zeroes, Year Ones and a few more Year Twos came together 
once more to give back to the UBC community that has supported us for all these years. 
In groups of students from all three classes, everyone participated in a campus-wide 
voluntary cleanup. Not only did this cleanup allow the students to get to know each other 
better, it also allowed us to make the campus a better place for everyone to use. Even the 
smallest of actions can make a big difference, and we are grateful that we can be a part of 
this change too.

We wish the Class of 2020 all the best as they begin their journey through the 
Transition Program.



June 15, 2018.

New doors open, and old doors close.

The class of 2018 steps forwards into the next stage of their lives as they embark on their 
journey through university. At the same time, the class of 2019 steps into their new roles as the 
Year Twos of the program, taking on leadership roles and preparing to overcome additional 
challenges. This is a time of change, and we, as a community, celebrate these changes by 
gathering together annually at graduation— an event marked by love that serves as a testament to 
the strong bonds of Transition, gathering students, parents, graduates, guests, and program 
partners alike.

Graduation is a ten hour event at Transition. At a regular high school, most students are 
only briefly recognized at graduation as they walk onto the stage for a few seconds to receive 
their diploma. However, at Transition the time is taken to recognize every student. Transition 
believes that the unique struggles, challenges, and hardships each student has had to overcome at 
this program are worth celebrating. Each year is an accomplishment, so not only is the graduating 
class celebrated, but also the Year Ones. 

This year’s ceremony was an unforgettable event. Wonderful speeches were made, from 
ones with inspirational anecdotes to ones of gratitude. Student speeches covered a variety of 
topics, including giving thanks to the presenters, the Year Two descriptions of their fellow 
classmates, and the valedictorian speech. The teachers— Dr. Shepelev, Ms. Safarik, and Mr. 
Wilkie— wrote thoughtful descriptions for each Year One student and presented various awards. 
These were presented to students who were recognized for their outstanding achievements and 
contributions to various classes, as well as excellent performance in contests. We were also 
graced with the presence of some graduates of the program, who came back and shared their 
experiences, imparting invaluable life lessons. Additionally, representatives of the institutional 
partners of the program were present, delivering speeches that congratulated and commended the 
graduating class, who are prime examples of the remarkable nature of the Transition program to 
make students thrive. Transition mainly relies on the support of the University of British 
Columbia, the Vancouver School Board, and the Ministry of Education, thus their presence at 
this momentous event shows their commitment to supporting gifted minds through the Transition 
program, for which we are extremely thankful. Dr. Ono, the president of UBC, also attended the 
ceremony and made an exceptional speech as he commended the class of 2018 for their hard 
work and wished them luck in their future endeavors, as they will all be continuing on to UBC in 
the fall. 



After the ceremony, the dinner was a stunning event at the Marine Drive Golf Club, with amazing 
food and special toasts that made it an incredible night. Students had fun at a photobooth, and 
some played games outside on the patio. Lively discussions and chatter ensued over dinner, as 
everyone voraciously consumed the succulent food. Dinner was followed by many toasts, 
celebrating Daria, Dr. Shepelev, Ms. Safarik, Mr. Wilkie, Dr. Griffin, Dr. MacDonald, the PAC, 
the Year Twos, the Year Ones, and the future. Full of gratitude, these toasts were heartfelt and 
touching. At the end of the night, both the parents who had helped out at Transition this school 
year and all the students were recognized, marking a sweet end to this event. Special thanks goes 
to Lisa Wang and the dedicated graduation committee who put in so much effort and time 
organizing the dinner and numerous other aspects of the event! The graduation event is only made 
possible through a collective effort of both the committee made up of parents and the program 
staff who spent countless hours planning the ceremony. Furthermore, the entire graduating class 
also contributed their time to make this event possible by writing superb speeches, creating two 
wonderful slideshows, acting as master of ceremonies, organizing the band performance, and so 
much more. A million thank yous to everyone who helped make this unforgettable event possible!

Despite being nostalgic and sad, as the Year Twos are leaving the program, graduation 
joyously celebrates the remarkable accomplishments of the Year Twos and the Year Ones. A 
memorable event, it wraps up a whirlwind year of learning, growth, and accomplishments spent 
with a community of exceptionally unique individuals. Although our paths now diverge as the 
Year Ones move on to become Year Twos and the Year Twos continue their learning journey in 
university, our time at Transition has changed all of us in phenomenal ways, as graduation 
reminds us each year. This year, graduation marked our accomplishments at Transition through an 
event that we will all cherish forever.

Congratulations, class of 2018! Good luck in all your future pursuits!



This past school year began in a small UBC building brimming with extremely anxious 
Year Ones, and (what seemed to be) sage-like Year Twos. For the Year Twos, they soon settled 
back into the rhythm of schoolwork, labs, and experiences, while the Year Ones traversed 
somewhat unstable terrain in their efforts to match the pace of the program. Sooner or later, the 
students were on better footing with their both their responsibilities and classmates. It was then 
that the year really began, and we soon learned from our failures and successes alike. 

This is, after all, an education program. 
But Transition is so much more than that. It’s been stated numerous times (I cite the 

thank you speeches from soup day) that Transition is more of a community than a school. It’s 
also been said (I cite the words of Mr. Coops at Pachena Bay) that Transition is a family, not a 
school. I think that it is entirely possible that Transition is all three of these things combined. 
Every experience the students, teachers, and associated parents of Transition are subjected to 
can be framed by an overarching idea of education, community, or family. It is this sense of 
belonging that the students will reminisce of over the summer and in the coming years.
Regardless of how the road behind us has twisted and turned, the school year of 2017-2018 has 
finally been completed. For the Year Twos, their journey with us has come to an end. Although 
they will be sorely missed, we wish them all the best in their endeavours as UBC students. 
However, for us fellow Year Ones-turned-Twos, the road still stretches before us.

See you all very soon.

The last day of school, June 29th, came and went very quickly, as do most days 
in Transition. Among the chaos of report cards and the swapping of cupboards 
and tables for Mr. Wilkie and Dr. Shepelev, we had a final birthday celebration 
for those born between February and June, which we had missed previously. It 
was a sweet ending to this Transition year, with ice cream cake and inspirational 
talks; it allowed us a chance to reflect on the past year, congratulate our 
successes, identify possible mistakes and how we might be able to correct them 
for the next year, both in Transition and in university. Next year will certainly be 
just as amazing and exciting as this year, and the same will go for many years to 
come in the Transition program.



Blind Date

By Kieran Weaver

A sweet-scented fog filled the room. Pink-tinted chandeliers hung from a 

raised ceiling, casting shadows like those of a fire. Across from me sat a doll, 

she must have been about five foot four, with blonde hair in a ponytail that shone 

in the dim light. Her skin was pale, and she sat cross-legged, with a coy look on 

her face. Her eyes were like stars, outshining the setting sun. 

She sat quietly as the waiters were packing up. The waiters tried to shoo her 

away, but she refused. She couldn’t have been older than sixteen, but she drank 

wine like an old sailor. Her voice was soft, in a way, hypnotic.

“Come, sit a bit closer,” she said, motioning toward the open window. She 

faced the sunset, her hair blowing across her face. I stared into her eyes, and 

they looked unnatural, frozen in a panicked state. They darted from side to side 

ever so slightly, and I could tell she was nervous.

“Look at me. I have a confession to make,” she whispered, getting up and 

walking behind my chair. I knew then that the rumours were true. Around me, 

clockwork waiters walked their robotic walk, cleaning up the dirt with robotic 

vacuums as an old, broken-down grandfather clock ticked slowly on the wall. In the 

washrooms, there were bathtubs filled with ice, waiting for their recipients to 

stumble blindly in.

I tried to run, but I was tied to my chair. She pulled out a knife, slowly, 

and methodically carved into my arm. The pain made me black out, and the last thing 

I saw was her frantic, crazed eyes. 

When I came to, the ropes around me were gone, but I felt too weak to stand 

up. A mirror stood in front of me, showing me what she had done. In the mirror, I 

saw a girl. She couldn’t have been more than five feet tall. She was blonde, and 

the look on her face would have made me fall in love in an instant. I was that 

girl. Behind me, I saw my date, slinking off down the hall of the restaurant. The 

only thing he didn’t cut away from me was my eyes. I should have known. As he 

walked away, confident, I was left alone with my coy little smile, ready for some 

fresh meat. I should have known. He had the eyes of a man all along.



Lemonade
by Aiza Bragg

 
the ice clinking up such a fuss, surely somebody
will hear the voices that whisper from your drink.

on the tip of your tongue it tastes of sugar
but it’ll be only water to your stomach;

 
heavy, you creak as your veins fill
with the bitter-&-tangy-sugar-spikes

this is the taste of next-year’s summer
which, surely you will not let go to waste?

 
the glass, misted over with the faintest trace
of frost, holding still its ice and turbulent
contents. Your throat burns with the cold
yet your skin burns against the sunlight.

 
half-parts acid, half-parts sugar,

this is chaos.



M  f J  
2018

Teachers of Transition at Teacher 
Appreciation Day Lunch

Teacher Appreciation Day Lunch 
Decorations

Food at Teacher Appreciation 
Day Lunch



PAC Parents who helped organize 
Teacher’s Appreciation Day

Transition Band Plays at the Graduation 
Dinner

Graduation Cap Toss

Year 2 Class with Trophies

Transition School of 2017-2018



Year One Class Year Two Class

The President of UBC, Dr. Santa 
Ono, Speaks at Grad Ceremony

Passing of Scroll Speech

Group of Students Ready to Graduate



Thank you for supporting the UTP Newsletter project over this past year. It has been a 
privilege to write for, design, and publish this monthly documentation of the wonderful events 
that we experience at Transition. From birthday celebrations to awe-inspiring field trips, the 
newsletter never ceases to bring a smile to our faces when we see it come to life.

Ten issues ago, there was an idea — to bring together a group of interested people, to see if 
they could create something more. To see if they could work together when they needed to, 
and create something never done before. Thus began the Newsletter project and, as you can 
see, it has evolved into something truly special. The Newsletter is created each month entirely 
by a team of Year One and Year Two students, collaborating and working around the clock to 
publish on time. While the punctuality of the Newsletter varies from month to month, the end 
result is always a wonder to behold, featuring a diverse array of student works.

Many different kinds of articles have crossed the path of the Newsletter. Our very first articles 
began with reflections on events and activities such as the Taiwan trip, physics photo contest, 
Cheakamus Camp and the Terry Fox Run. We also began to include articles regarding the 
status of the countless clubs run in the program. Most frequently, these were the robotics-tech 
club, reading club, and the club-like group that enters math competitions across the Lower 
Mainland. Beyond the words of documenting the events of our time at Transition were the 
stories and poems we received from Kieran Weaver, Aiza Bragg and Natalie Tsvetkov, which 
soon became feature highlights of our publications. These written works showcased the 
creative side of the students in the program and allowed them to share their passions for 
writing with everyone. Finally, we have our current events pieces, which gave readers a 
snapshot of all the significant ongoing news stories of the world. These too were written by 
students, giving them research and reporting practice.

Our Newsletters would not be possible without the continued support of everyone, from the 
students who create it to the parents and teachers who guide the amazing journey that it 
follows. Thank you to everyone for helping us to reach eleven publications of Volume 4 of the 
UTP Newsletter, from the prototype proof-of-concept Issue 0 in September to the Issue 10 
you now read today—our largest ever newsletter issue. Hopefully the incoming classes will be 
able to take on the task of creating Volume 5 of this spectacular publication and give it their 
own personal touch.

Yours truly,

  The Newsletter Team
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