
Whistler Ski Trip
By Donson Dong

On January 24 and 25, the students of 

Transition, along with guests from South Korea, went 

to the Whistler-Blackcomb mountains for a two-day 

skiing and snowboarding trip. The students and guests 

had a wide range of skill levels in both skiing and 

snowboarding. Luckily, the trip was timed perfectly, 

as there had just been a large amount of snowfall, 

giving us new snow to ride on. After an early 

morning, a sleepy bus ride, and a long day of skiing 

and snowboarding, the students had dinner together 

and took a stroll around the village, followed by 

another hectic day. The students were able to learn not 

only skiing and snowboarding skills, but also how to 

be responsible for oneself, in preparation for the 

Bamfield trip in May. 

Upcoming Events

AMC: Feb. 7
Family Day: Feb 12

Valentine’s Day: Feb. 14
Poetry Day: Feb. 15

Lunar New Year: Feb. 16
Math Challengers: Feb. 17

Pro-D Day: Feb. 19
PAC Meeting: Feb. 20
Grad Photos: Feb. 24

Pascal, Cayley, and Fermat: 
Feb. 27

Pink Shirt Day: Feb. 28



Korean Students
By James Yu

Ten South Korean students, along 

with accompanying teachers, visited the 

Transition Program last month. Transition 

students were able to give them a warm 

welcome, making new connections and 

sharing experiences together. Students from 

both groups were then able to go on self-led 

tours of the UBC campus, showing the 

Korean students the many unique places to be 

found. We would like to thank both the 

efforts of the Transition program and the 

South Korean students’ coordinators for 

helping to make this opportunity possible.

Taiwan Presentation at 
PAC Meeting

By William Zhang

On January 31st, four Transition students who 

participated in the Asia-Pacific Forum for 

Science Talented in Taiwan last year gave a 

presentation at the PAC meeting. The purpose 

of this presentation was to inform the parents, 

especially the Year One parents, about what it 

was like for the students to travel to a place 

with a different culture and to engage with 

other students from all over the world. They 

talked about their experience in Taiwan, from 

the cultural visit to the delicious soup 

dumplings and bubble tea to the stunning 

views up on the Taipei 101. The parents got 

to know more about what the daily schedules 

of the participants were, from the hands-on 

project time to the visit of the National 

Museum of Natural Sciences in Taichung. Dr. 

Lo, who works at UBC in the department of 

gifted education, and a National Taiwan 

Normal University graduate, prepared our trip 

to Taiwan and travelled with the students, was 

present at the meeting as well. He gave his 

own perspectives on the event.



Year 2 - Geology Project and Visit to 

the Pacific Museum of the Earth

By Donson Dong

The Year Two students of the 

Transition Program recently had an 

opportunity to visit the Pacific Museum of 

the Earth, a geology museum at UBC, as part 

of an elaborate geology project. At the end of 

December, the Year Twos were tasked with 

the job of creating posters on certain mines 

across BC for an upcoming conference at the 

Convention Centre. Despite the short time 

period, the students were able to create 

informative and engaging posters and digital 

content that were recognized by many 

scholars and miners at the conference. Our 

teacher, Mr. Wilkie, gave us the opportunity 

to visit The Pacific Museum of the Earth to 

study some rocks retrieved from the mines 

that we were studying. Thank you to Mr. 

Wilkie for giving us this new learning 

experience, an opportunity to grow from a 

small project.

Museum of Anthropology
By James Yu

On January 23, the students of the 

Transition Program, along with 10 visiting 

students from South Korea, visited the Museum 

of Anthropology for the afternoon. Some of the 

students had volunteered beforehand to be 

trained as tour guides for the group, allowing 

everyone to get the most out of their visit. The 

museum had many different indigenous and 

multicultural works on display, relating to the 

program’s hosting of the visiting Korean students 

and goal of global citizenship. The visit was 

educational for all and inspired students to look 

at the past from another perspective.



Familiar

By Aiza Bragg

        The slow but steady click of the rolling suitcase moving across the pebbles is the only sound. 

Even footsteps are silent, sliding past the loose stones and becoming muffled by soil. The suitcase’s 

bright lollipop wheels click an even metronome-like beat as the brightly dressed figure approaches the 

manor, roof shingles grown over with moss, looming over her, consuming her shadow in its wake. The 

door appears to be unlocked, but in reality, the handle has long since rusted and collapsed into dust. 

However, the wooden panels in the walls are sound, and the house shows no sign of decay.

        Sneakers bare a stark contrast to broken picture frames, fallen chandeliers, and dusty sofas 

that reveal faded floral patterns when the dust is swept to the side. Each photograph is an old 

memory; each staircase and hallway familiar. She knows which floorboards don’t creak, and she walks 

with the worn-out grace of an old soul who has come home.

        The suitcase sits in the corner by the door, adjacent to the fallen umbrella stand and broken 

glass. Its lollipop-red wheels seem out of place among the debris, clashing even with complementary 

colours. Although the girl’s mind wanders like it has lingered in this house its entire existence, her 

clothing and her things would make her look foreign and alien, if not for the way she moves.

Another figure appears on the landing. It is hard to tell the two apart, they are identical in 

face, although one dresses like a part of the house: musty and aged, with the elegance of a painting. 

Lace decorates their hair, but on further inspection, what appeared to be lace is really a cluster of 

cobwebs. It speaks, their words echoing slowly as if underwater.

        “What is the date?” asks the Cobwebbed Figure, and the watery echo fills the hall.

        “February 14th”, comes the girl’s metallic reply, and she grimaces in its artificial tone.

        “What day is that?”

        “It’s a wednesday.”

The figure rubs its eyes blearily. “And the year?”

“2018. It’s been a long time, old friend.”

The figure nods silent agreement, and stumbles down the stairs. Passing the girl in the hall, 

there is an almost imperceptible change, and they have switched places. Faded clothing brightens as 

brightened clothing fades. Exiting silently, the figure moves past the suitcase, and disappears into 

the daylight. The girl does not watch them leave, her eyes remain ahead, staring into the hallway 

before her. She gathers herself, and begins to move throughout the house.

        Unconsciously, she straightens picture frames, puts dried flowers back into stained vases. She 

knows which ornate frames belong on which walls, which armchairs have tears along their armrests, 

which lightbulbs still flicker their electric light. She heads to the door and locates the suitcase: 

already it has begun to fade to a more pleasant shade. Heading upstairs to unpack, the suitcase glides 

over the steps, swerving slightly and imperceptibly to avoid the nails which would cause it to click.

It would be out of place to make even the slightest sound.



Something Fishy

Kieran Weaver

Todd sat with Lily on the balcony, watching the sunrise. The sudden winds pushed 

them together, almost knocking them over. “I never thought this would be so…beautiful,” 

Lily remarked.

“Not as beautiful as you, my dear,” Todd replied in an old-fashioned accent. She 

laughed, a soft, sweet laugh that made everything seem better. Her blonde hair waved in 

the wind as Todd wrapped his arms around her, pulling her closer. Her perfume reminded 

him of the rose garden back home, but there was something about it that brought up 

memories of fish oil into his mind’s eye. Time froze, the world becoming a stage, full of 

life-size figurines. His vision was interrupted when Lily coughed, bringing him back to 

reality. She felt slightly cold in his arms.

“Are you sure nobody will see us here?” She asked, anxious.

“Who cares if they do. It’s not like it’ll be a big deal to them anyways.”

“You’re the one who said this had to be secret.”

“That’s because I…” he broke off, slowly stroking her hair, “I love you, Lily, 

and I don’t want anyone to get between us.”

“I love you too.”

He leaned to kiss her, when suddenly a flash of white blinded him. Where Lily had 

been moments ago a catfish now flopped around. It fell off the chair before Todd kicked 

it off the balcony in disgust. Its fishy whiskers twitched as it fell from the sky, 

landing on some passersby below. Tobias shook his fist up at Todd, shaking his head as he 

saw what must have happened. “It says gullible on the ceiling, you know,” he shouted 

before muttering under his breath, “what a fool.”



Birthdays:
Wony - Feb 3

Sherman - Feb 5
Wilson - Feb 24
Ricky - Feb 15
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Visits from Chinese Student 

Teachers 
By Donson Dong

This month, many student teachers 

from China visited the Transition Program to 

learn more about our school. They were 

greeted with a presentation from the teachers, 

food provided by the PAC, and a chance to 

talk with some of the students. They were 

given the chance to explore the cultures and 

strong bonds we make in our community as 

well as the special opportunities we get. This 

continues to expand our ever growing 

outreach to other parts of the world, where 

more educators are learning about our unique 

program.
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