
Pi Day Celebration
By James Yu

Observed every year on the 14th 

of March, Pi Day is a celebration of 
mathematics, the famous number pi 
and, additionally, pies. Here at the 
Transition Program, we 
commemorated this day through 
our appreciation of mathematics, 
food, and each other. In a surprising 
act of kindness, each of the Year 
Ones brought a pie to school, 
adding on to the existing meals 
provided by the final soup day 
event. In response to this 
heartwarming motion, the Year 
Twos created a song about Pi and 
presented it to the Year Ones. This 
spectacular event further 
emphasized the importance of 
gratitude and community in the 
program.

Reading Club
By Jean Zheng

This month for Reading Club, we 

decided to try a new approach to 
encourage our members to continue 
to read. Over spring break, 
members read two books, We and 
1984, one of which they were 
assigned to argue for in a debate. 
This approach was utilized to 
encourage further participation and 
more detailed analyses of the works 
in order to find appropriate 
arguments for the assigned topics. 

APRIL 2018

Vol. 4 Issue 7



TCP
By William Zhang

On March 9, several Transition students participated in another Team Challengers 

Program competition, this time on the theme of world domination. Participants had to 
solve math problems to invade and conquer a certain country, and the team with the 
most countries at the end wins. This competition allowed us to challenge our brains in 
a different way by putting us under time stress while asking us to problem solve. In the 
end, one Transition team won in the senior division, and everyone had fun.

January to March 
Birthday Celebration

By Donson Dong

On the last day before spring break, the 

students and teachers were able to attend  
yet another birthday celebration for the 
students of Transition born from January 
to March. Being the third celebration to 
occur this year, this celebration offered 
many different treats, including an 
ice-cream cake and ice-cream sandwiches, 
which were generously brought in by 
busy teachers. A small and tight-knit 
community allows events like these to 
take place, and thank you to the teachers 
for making this possible.

Physics Olympics
By Donson Dong

Transition has participated in the 

Physics Olympics for many years now 
and this year was no exception. For 
weeks before the event, students 
prepared pre-build designs in many 
challenges involving hands-on building 
and designing using their knowledge of 
physics. Along with these pre-builds, 
the students also participated in labs 
and worked on physics problems 
during that day. At the end of the day, 
all the students enjoyed learning about 
the physics and concepts behind many 
everyday problems.



Donald Trump v. Xi Jinping: Trade Wars
By Jean Zheng

President Donald Trump announced March 22nd that he would impose tariffs on US$50 

billion worth of Chinese imports, a move he called the “first of many.” China has already 
prepared to retaliate and says that it will “take all necessary measures to resolutely 
defend its legitimate rights.” To many, this seemed like the start of a trade war, causing 
global stock markets to tumble after the countries’ announcements. However, experts 
doubt that a legitimate trade war will really happen. 

Current Events

As China’s main exports are increasingly 

high-tech products like robots, it appears that the 
US is looking to target those areas by imposing 
tariffs on steel and aluminum. In a recent 
announcement from Trump, he says that they 
will impose import tariffs of 25% on steel and 
10% on aluminum. This translates to a total of 
53% on steel and 23.6% on aluminum from 12 
countries, including China. Once again, experts 
do not believe that this will escalate into an 
all-out trade war, though the stock market has 
seen several dramatic fluctuations since Trump’s 
announcements.

The Last Soup Day
By Jean Zheng

March 14th marked the final soup day of the school year. It was a time of great 

celebration and gratitude as we expressed our thanks to the parents for providing us 
with such an amazing opportunity and great food. In groups, we collectively spoke 
about the different aspects of soup days, thanking the parents for their efforts to cook 
for us and to build community in the past year. We are currently making a video of all 
our thank-you’s to give all the parents a lasting impression of our gratitude.



Facebook-Cambridge Analytica Scandal
By Jean Zheng & James Yu

A controversy has recently arisen regarding Facebook and the Cambridge Analytica 

consulting firm. It was revealed that the firm had unethically obtained confidential data 
about Facebook users through a quiz app created by Aleksandr Kogan, a researcher from 
Cambridge University. The app reportedly collected data from 50 million individuals, 
sold to Cambridge Analytica which, in turn, used the data to help the political campaign 
of President Donald Trump.. The former vice president of Cambridge Analytica was 
Steve Bannon, once the chief strategist of the Trump campaign. While the data appears 
to have had no influence in the 2016 presidential elections, Facebook has been accused 
of allowing third party developers to add apps that could potentially expose personal 
information to outside parties without the consent of the individuals involved. These 
concerns are only heightened by the fact that Facebook has kept this loophole under 
wraps for more than two years.

Ad Perpetuam 
Memoriam of Stephen 

Hawking
By James Yu

On March 14, 2018, theoretical 

physicist Stephen W. Hawking passed 
away at the age of 76. Highly regarded 
for his work in the field of general 
relativity, his discoveries about radiation 
emitted from black holes, and his pursuit 
of a unified theory of general relativity 
and quantum mechanics, Hawking was 
able to achieve greatness in the scientific 
world despite his progressive ALS. He 
will forever be remembered across the 
world and in the Transition Program as 
an inspiration to all.



to the silence of a bitterly cold day
we are but interruptions

our lights flash in the darkness, breaking
what was left of the peace

 ~ • ~

to the footprints by the highway
we are but interruptions

scattering our noise
across the desolate waters of a frigid bay

~ • ~
 

to the birds above a department store
we are but interruptions

the crunch of static, the hiss of white noise
through an empty television screen

~ • ~
 

to the painted eyes of a rusting statue
we are but interruptions

displacing objects, erasing murals
filling space that was best left untouched

~ • ~
 

and
to the streetlamps set on low

to the shadows cast by the plants on the windowsill
to the forlorn posters tacked up against the telephone pole

we are but interruptions

Interruptions

By Aiza Bragg



Other Current Events

The Oscars:
The 90th Academy Awards

The Paralympics, 
Pyeongchang, South 

Korea:
Congratulations to Team 

Canada on a great 
performance in the Winter 

Paralympic Games this 
year. 

Important Dates
April 6th - 7th : Vex Pacific 

Northwest Regional 
Championship Open 
Division Competition

April 7th : Math Challengers 
Provincials (@ UBC)

April 11th: RME Discussion 
Session (@RPL)

April 12th-14th: Science Fair 
Regionals

April 22nd: Sun Run

April 27th - 29th: CAIMUN

Birthdays

April 9th - Fannia X.
April 12th - Shawn L.
April 12th - Aiza B.
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Maker Faire Update
Due to the cancellation of the 
VMMF, the Transition Program 
will be pursuing a similar event 
being held in Richmond.


